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| Combining images from two different sports is a difficult. Baseball’s “three strikes and !
|out derives from the pitcher staring down the batter. The options are simple. After |
| four balls (or hit by a pitch), the batter takes first base. If the batter puts the ball in |
I play, he may safely reach base or be thrown out. Or, after three strikes, the batter is
lout and exits the batter’'s box to return to the dugout. The batter is awarded two |
:strikes and as many foul balls as needed. Once the third strike is called, his bat is

1over, at least for the moment. |
! 1

1 On the other hand basketball’s “one and done” is a recent development. Since the |
NBA has age regulations, potential NBA players must spend at least one yearu
1 developing their skills at the college level. Under the old rules players had to play |
| three years in college before moving on to the pros, allowing college teams to build a1
| cohesive dynasty. Today, numerous college teams recruit blue-chip players who only
' want to go pro. They play one year in college before declaring for the draft, thus for a !
I college career, they’re “one and done.”

' F|nd|ng a connection between “three strikes and out” with “one and done” will not be
| found in the sporting arena but in the biblical world. No doubt, it will be found in a
' most unlikely place.

'As Moses was delivering the second of three speeches/sermons, as the IsraelltesI
|were standing in the corridor of the Promised Land. The majority of the Israelites |
' were not part of the Exodus and did not remember receiving the Law at Sinai. The !
Ithree speeches of Deuteronomy were Moses’ farewell address. He not only reviewed ,
' the Law for them but also reinterpreted the Law for a new generation of Israelites |
I embarklng on conquering Canaan. I

1

|

:In the middle of the second speech (Dt. 18:14-22) Moses begins talking aboutu
1 prophets. He references a coming prophet who will be like him (Dt. 18:15a), with the |
 call to “listen to him” echoing through the ages (18:15b), making the Christian reader
|think of Jesus’ transfiguration (Mt. 17:5; Mk. 9:7; Lk. 9:35). :
|
|

lThen Moses pivots and glves a warning about the false prophets who will rise up in,
| Israel. He knows they’re coming and he wants safeguards in place to protect his flock :
:from being led astray. The simple distinction between a true prophet and a false
1 prophet is the outcome of their prophecy. If the prophet predicts destruction and it |
:fails to happen, he/she is a liar. If the prophet foresees success only to find
1 devastation, he/she is a charlatan (Dt. 18:21-22). The severity of falsely predicting |
L events is swift and sure. Instead of entertaining the prophet Moses is intolerant of 1
|the|r fear-mongering. No “three strikes and out,” they're given a “one and done”,
| opportunity. One lie is the limit. The reaction is S|mple In an attempt to keep them!
:from leading Israel astray, put that false prophets to death (Dt. 18:20b).

|

| Jesus assures us that false prophets are part of the system in a fallen world (see Mk.
| 13:5-8). They've been here before and they’ll be here again. Theyre ongoing,
presence though, does not mean we have to listen to them. We listen to Jesus. The!
key is not that they’re simply wrong in their prediction, but that they evoke God’s
' name in the process, claiming that God has revealed the future to them. So when we !
If|nd their God-given prediction wrong, we cut the relationship strings. We silence

uthelr voices. -Continued On Back Page,



Prayer Requests

Peqqy Hollback Please continue praying
she will be blessed with better health.

Aiden Lyon Please pray for quick healing
of his broken arm.

Candy McClintic Please continue prayers
for healing.

Norm McGinnis Please pray for God’s
strength and comfort during this time.

Janine Morris Please continue prayers
for her strength and healing as she continues
treatment.

Ida Partlow She will be having hip replace-
ment surgery on Feb.8. Please pray all goes
well and that she’ll have a speedy recovery.
Margaret Reed Please keep her in your
prayers for strength and healing.

Kim Woods (Gary Glispie’s Sister) Please
continue to pray for healing.

Please pray for comfort for all those
mourning the loss of loved ones.

Please remember all the families
that are suffering with Covid in need
of healing, and for protection for all
of the caregivers.

Judi Allison Elbrooke Room #535
Esther & Gene Crisp Randall Res. #123
Sarah Gilliland Hillview Room #213

Homebound
Best Care Room#10

Helen Hayward
Ruth Morris

Please pray that God will heal our country
and protect us from the Evil One.

Elders Meeting Together

Prayer Session:
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— EVENTS

WELCOME BACK!
Sunday Morning Service

Teen Get Together
Today-At the Building-5:30

Sunday Morning Live Streaming Links:

https://sunshinecofc.church/sermon-media
https://sunshinecofc.sermon.net

Welcome To All of Our Guests

We give a special welcome to all of our guests
today. If this is your first time to visit with us,
please stop by the Welcome Center in the foyer
at the conclusion of services, pick up your gift just
for being our guests today.

Thank you for coming. Please come back!

Gluten Free Communion Available

We have gluten free communion bread available
for anyone who needs it. It can be found at the
Welcome Center. You may simply pick it up
before the services on your way into the
auditorium.




WELCOME TO
SUNSHINE CHURCH of CHRIST

We invite you to join us for Online
Services.

Sunday Morning @ 10:00 AM
Sunday Eve. Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Eve. @ 7:30 PM

All Services Are Held Online
You may also call 855-565-7670
to hear the lessons by phone.
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Hey Teens!
The Teen Weekly Devo will
be today at 5:30 here at the
building. Come join us and
bring a friend too!
You’ll have a great time!
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The Church

This is my church. It is composed of
people like me. We make it what it is. It
will be friendly-if | am friendly. Its pews
will be filled-if | will help fill them. It will
do a great work- if | work. It will make
generous gifts to many causes-if | am a
generous giver. It will bring other people
into its worship and fellowship-if | bring
them. It will be a church of loyalty and
love, of fearlessness and faith and a
church with a noble spirit- if I, who
make it what it is, am filled with these
things. Therefore, with the help of God, |
shall dedicate myself to the task of being
all the things | want this church to be.

Written By: Naomi Parker,
a 93 year old member of the
Walnut Hill, TX. congregation

“It Is I. Don’t Be Afraid”

In Mark 6:45-52, It was nighttime,
the disciples are in a boat on the Sea
of Galilee. A strong wind came up
against them. Just imagine, in total
darkness waves are crashing on the
side of the boat, they are being
tossed to and fro. There’s confusion
every-where. Then, they look out and
see a figure coming across the wa-
ter, they thought it was a ghost. They
cried out because they were terri-
fied. Immediately He spoke to
them saying “Take courage! It is I.
Don’t be afraid.” Then He climbed in-
to the boat with them, and the wind
died down.

Jesus wants to help us as well,
through all of our life trials. He can
calm the storms whether big or
small. So, scoot over and let Him in
the boat.

Read more about it :
Mark 6:30-56
Matthew 14:22-36
John 6:15-21
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In my adult life these “prophets” have been plenty. In the summer of 1987 a group of people, invoking
God’s name, claimed that Jesus was returning that year. He didn’t. They moved the goal posts to a future
date only for that day to come and go like any other day. Yet the group seemingly lost no credibility. Or,
on the threshold of the turn of the century, the rage was the Y2K scare. Granted, the question about com-
puters being able to calculate the year “2000” was a good question to ask. However, some religious lead-
ers exploited the fear, and representing God to the world, foresaw a world-wide financial crisis and melt-
down. When life went on as usual, those religious leaders lost no credibility as people continued listening
to them. Or, a televangelist blows the “Spirit of God” on the camera, like he’s blowing on you through the
TV screen, claiming COVID is over and defeated only for it to claim over 300,000 more American lives,
should raise serious credibility questions, but it doesn’t. Such behavior reeks of an opportunist seeking
fame and fortune as people still tune in like they were sheep without a shepherd.

The list of blatant false prophets is far longer than a single scroll containing the words of Scripture, for as
the Hebrews’ writer says, “I do not have the time to tell about . . . “ (Heb. 11:32b). We don’t have the time.

So when church leaders rise and begin invoking God’s name to predict what never unfolds, it’s time for
the church to step up. In order to avoid being manipulated, let’s stop playing by the baseball rules and
start embracing basketball rule. For it's not our tolerance at stake, it's God’s credibility.

Soli Deo Gloria!
(i.e., only God is glorified!)

While Embracing “One §

By Jon Partiow

Have a wonderful day!



